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MĒNESS STARUS STĪGO / MOON BEAMS 

Mēness starus stīgo 
dzelmē dzidrajā. 
It kā balsis mani 
turpu aicina: 

Nāc man līdzi, dodies 
plašā tālumā. 
Ļaujies sevi aizvest 
nāru laiviņā. 

Buras tīra zelta, 
Irklis sudrabvīts, 
Zvaigznes ceļu rāda, 
Vada Auseklīts. 

Nāc man līdz, es zinu 
malu laimīgu, 
Tur, kur mēness sastop 
saules meitiņu, - 

Tur, kur stars ar staru 
liesmās vienojas, 
Tur, kur gars ar garu 
jūtās satiekas! 

Zemes ilgošanās 
tur kā migla klīst. 
Mūžam nebeidzama 
gaismas straume līst. 

The moon beams shafts of light 
into the limpid deep. 
Voices seem to be 
calling me there: 

Come with me, set out 
for distant horizons, 
Let yourself be carried away 
in a mermaid’s boat. 

Sails of pure gold, 
oars wreathed with silver, 
Stars show the way 
with the morning star leading. 

Come with me, I know 
a land of happiness, 
Where the moon meets  
with the sun’s daughter, - 

Where beams unite 
to become one flame, 
Where souls meet 
and feel as one! 

Earthly longing 
disperses there like mist, 
A never-ending 
steram of light flows. 

Pronunciation guide for Latvian 

Vowels: 
a =  as in ‘park’ (but short) 
ā =  as in ‘father’ (longer than ‘a’ on its own) 
e =  as in ‘let’ 
ē = as French ‘er’ in ‘chanter’; 
       as ‘a’ in ‘bare’  
i = as in ‘bin’ 
ī = as ‘ee’ in ‘meet’ 
u = as ‘oo’ in ‘look’ 
ū = as ‘oo’ in ‘moot’ 

Diphthongs: 
ai = as ‘ai’ in ‘aisle’ 
au = as ‘ow’ in ‘brown’, or as in German ‘laufen’ 
ei = as ‘a’ in ‘late’ 
ie = as first ‘e’ in ‘mere’, or ‘ea’ in ‘fear’ 
o = s Italian ‘uo’ in ‘uomo’
ui =  as in ‘doing’ 

Consonants: 
c = as ‘ts’ in ‘bats’ 
č = as ‘ch’ in ‘chips’ 
dz = as ‘ds’ in ‘lids’ 
dž = as ‘j’ in ‘jug’ 
g = as in ‘goat’ 
ģ = as ‘gy’ in ‘egg yolk’ 
j = as ‘y’ in ‘yes’ 
ķ = roughly as 2nd ‘t’ in ‘constituent’ (a very soft ‘t’) 
ļ = roughly as ‘ll’ in ‘million’ 
ņ = as ‘n’ in ‘new’ 
r = rolled as in German ‘Brot’ 
s = as in ‘seven’ 
š = as ‘sh’ in ‘ship’ 
t = as in ‘lit’ (slightly harder than English ‘t’) 
z = as ‘z’ in ‘zebra’ 
ž = as ‘s’ in ‘leisure’ 
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